WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1^ ^ • ^ method of searching mr data in one or more heterogeneous data sources within a 

2 ^^mputer system, the method comprising the steps of: 

3 receiving a request for dat^at a federated data source; and 

4 selecting a server to pro^s the request basedon a^oadbf^^ on whether the 

5 server can satisfy the requestyror data. 

y ^' method of claim 1, further cmnprising forwarding the request to the selected 

2 "y^er. 

1 3 . The method of clakn 2, further comprising forwarding additional requests for similar 

2 data to the selected server. >^ 

, . 

1 ^^^'^^A^^- The method of claim 1, further/comprising, upon receiving a request to add another 

2 server, connecting the server to an existina/server in the server hierarchy based on a number of 

3 connections of the existing server. / 

1 6. The method of claim 1, further comprising, upon receiving a request to delete an 

2 existing server in the hierarchy, (Jeleting that server. 

l^^^P^ 7. An apparatus for searching foj><Iata in one or more heterogeneous data sources, 

2 comprising: 

3 a computer system havingplie or more heterogeneous data sources; and 

1 one or more computa>^ograms, performed by the computer system, for receiving a request 

2 for data at a federated dajrfsource and selecting a server to process the request based on a load of the 

3 server and based oly^^ether the server can satisfy the request for data. 
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8. The apparatus of claim 7, fm?tner comprising forwarding the request to the selected 



server. 



9. The appar^ttf^f claim 8, further comprising forwarding additional requests for similar 
data to the selected sdver. 



10. The apparatus of claim 7,^herein the server is within a server hierarchy. 

';^\} 1 • The apparatus of claim 7, filler comprising, upon receiving a request to add another 
'server, connecting the server to an existjftg server in the server hierarchy based on a number of 
connections of the existing server. 




12. The apparatus of cfaim 7, further comprising, upon receiving a request to delete an 
existing server in the hierarchy, ^^^leting that server. 

^^P^^3J3. An article of manufacture comprisja^a program storage medium readable by a 
odmputer system and embodying one or mop^^stmctions executable by the computer system to 
perform method steps for searching for^^a in one or more heterogeneous data sources within a 
computer system, the method coniprising the steps of: 

receiving a request fop<lata at a federated data source; and 

selecting a serv^toprocess the request based on a load of the server and based on whether the 
server can satisfy th^rcquest for data. 



14. The article of manufacture of claim J3f further comprising forwarding the request to 
the selected server. 

15. The article of manufactt&e of claim 14, further comprising forwarding additional 
requests for similar data to the selepfed server. 



1 6. The articled manufacture of claim 13, wherein the server is within a server hierarchy. 
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17, The article of manufacture c£ claim 13, further comprising, upon receiving a request 

2 to add another server, connecting the seryer to an existing server in the server hierarchy based on a 

3 number of connections of the existing ^rver. 

1 18. The article of m; 

2 to delete an existing server in the 





ifacture of claim 13, further comprising, upon receiving a request 
^^hierarchy, deleting that server. 
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